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SUBJECT: GSP REVIEW: PETITION OF GOVERNMENT OF HONDURAS 
REF: A) TEGUCIGALPA 4149 B) STATE 210447 

1 . THE TPSC WAS ABLE TO ACCEPT THE PETITION OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF HONDURAS FOR REVIEW SINCE IT CONTAINED THE 
NECESSARY INFORMATION REQUIRED BY THE REGULATIONS. 

BASED ON INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE PETITION AND AN 
ANALYSIS OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THE TPSC, 

IT WAS CONCLUDED THAT IT WAS POSSIBLE TO MAKE AN 
IMMEDIATE DETERMINATION NOT TO ADD THE PRODUCTS REQUESTED 
BY THE GOH AT THIS TIME. 
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2. MORE SPECIFICALLY. SEVERAL TOBACCO ITEMS, INCLUDING 
TSUS 170.45, WERE CONSIDERED FOR ADDITION TO GSP DURING 
THE 1977 REVIEW. BASED ON THE PUBLIC HEARINGS ANDOTHER 
ANALYSIS, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THESE TOBACCO ITEMS 
WERE IMPORT SENSITIVE IN THE CONTEXT OF GSP AND CON 
SEQUENTLY COULD NOT BE ADDED TO THE DUTY-FREE LIST. 

THIS YEAR, HONDURAS AS WELL AS SEVERAL OTHER GOVERNMENTS, 
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REQUESTED SIMILAR OR ADDITIONAL TOBACCO ITEMS FOR 
ADDITION TO GSP. THE TPSC DETERMINED HOWEVER THAT 
CIRCUMSTANCES HAD NOT CHANGED TO THE EXTENT THAT 

WOULD WARRANT A RE-EVALUATION OF THESE ITEMS. 

3. BEE HONEY (TSUS 155.70) HAS A LOW DUTY (1 CENT 

PER POUND), THE INDUSTRY IS COMPRISED OF MANY SMALT. 
BEEKEEPERS WHO ARE ALREADY THREATENED BY LARGE 
COMMERCIAL FIRMS, AND THE US INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
COMMISSION BROUGHT AN AFFIRMATIVE FINDING UNDER A 
SECTION 201 ESCAPE CLAUSE ACTION IN 1976. BASED ON 
THESE FACTORS IT WAS DECIDED THAT HONEY WAS IMPORT 
SENSITIVE AND SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR GSP 
AT THIS TIME. 

4. THERE WERE SEVERAL GOVERNMENTS THAT PETITIONED 
FOR THE ADDITION OF TSUS 141.65 (TOMATO PASTE) TO THE 
GSP LIST. HOWEVER VIRTUALLY ALL IMPORTS OF THIS 
PRODUCT COME FROM BENEFICIARY DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
AND GIVEN THE SENSITIVITY OF THE DOMESTIC INDUSTRY 
WE WERE UNABLE TO CONSIDER THIS PRODUCT AT THIS TIME. 

5. IF HONDURAS IS INTERESTED IN MAKING ORAL OR 
WRITTEN STATEMENTS AT THE PUBLIC HEARINGS ON PRODUCTS 
OF INTEREST PROPOSED BY OTHER COUNTRIES, IT SHOULD 
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CONTACT THE SECRETARY OF THE TPSC AS PER PARA 
THREE OF REF B . CHRISTOPHER 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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